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DEPORT # 3

COSTA RIGA, MEXIGO, NIGARAGUA JOIN
ZIMBABWE IN GO-SPONSORING WGP RESOLUTION

LCNP’s Director Alyn Ware and Legal Assistant Gabriela Fried
returned from a Latin American tour with agreements from Nicara-

gua, Mexico, and Costa Rica to join Zimbabwe in co-sponsoring the
WCPinitiated UN resolution which asks for an advisory opinion from
the International Court of Justice confirming that the use of and the
threat to use nuclear weapons are illegal.

" The success of the LCNP team is almost hard to believe. Alyn and
Gabriela managed to fit 28 meetings into 10 days. They met with 12
influential Latin American organizations, achieving another sweep—
all 12 endorsed the WCP. The organizations included Democratic
Lawyers’ Association, Soynica, Foundation for Community Develop-
ment, Friends’ Society-Quakers, Environmental Movement of Nica-
ragua, Association for the UN (both Mexican and Nicaraguan chap-
ters) Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Rights, Foundation for
Disarmament and the Promotion of Peace, and Foundation for the
Development of the Integral Community.

Alyn and Gabriela met with many dignitaries including Rodrigo
Carazo (former President of Costa Rica), Robert Muller (former
Under-Secretary-General of the United Natiens), Redolfo Piza (former
legal counselor for Costa Rica to the UN), Father Miguel D’Escoto
(former Chancellor of Nicaragua), Luis Echeverria Alvarez (former -
President of Mexico) and Antonio Stempel Paris (Director-Géneral of
OPANAL, the inter-governmental agency responsible for imple-
menting the Treaty of Tlatelolco: Treaty for a Nuclear Weapons Free
Latin America and Caribbean). |

Continued on page 2, column 2

®World Court Project-USA Chapter Formed, see page
®Declarations of Public Conscience: Evidence of Nukes' lllegality and

Organizing Tool, see page 3; sample declaration on page 4 °




WGP-USA Chapter Formed

Grass roots organizing is the primary objective
of the recently formed World Court Project-
USA Chapter (WCP-USA). In July, WCP-USA
started its campaign to gather 10,000 declara-
tions by setting up a table and canvassing the
crowd at Columbus Circle, situated on the
southwest corner of Central Park. The pros-

pect of gathering many declarations appeared -

. bleak when one of the first pedestrians ap-

proached ref)lied: “Eliminate nuclear weap-.

ons? Impossible. They’re like ants reproduc-
ing; there’s nothing you can do to stop them.”
Lloyd Wallisch, WCP-USA Chair and a vet-
eran of grass roots peace organizing, brushed
the potentially energy depleting comment aside;
it only invigorated Mr. Wallisch. The WCP-
USA plans another declaration gathering—and
information dispersing—session on Labor Day
weekend in Central Park.

The WCP-USA plans to present the DPCs—
collected worldwide by over 150 endorsing organi-

talking with Lloyd Wallisch.

zations—to the UN, Proslav Davinic, Director of
the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, will ac-
cept the DPCs on behalf of Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
UN Secretary General. The presentation date is
October 27th, during Disarmament Week.i=

{ contin_ued from page 1) N |

Mr. Stempel Paris will urge all Latin
American and Caribbean countries to
support this initiative as a way of implement-
ing the aim of the Treaty of Tlatelolco, to
eliminate nuclear weapons from their region.

Alyn and Gabriela were interviewed on Ra-
dio for Peace International (RPI) in both En-
glish and Spanish. RPI, which broadcasts glo-

“bally, will air regular WCP updates for the

international peace community.
" However distant the threat of nuclear weap-

- ons may seem to the inhabitants of this region,

they regard the WCP as a worthwhile project.®

An educational, fundraising, and promotional
event will precede the presentation of the DPCs.
St.John’s of the Divineis WCP-USA’s first choice,
with Wetlands, a music club that hosted a WCP
special event, as a possible alternative site.

Gathering and presenting declarations is
only a small part of the community organizing
that WCP-USA intends to perform. Other
planned activities include endorsing projects
and distributing WCP information. The in-
creased WCP activities of the WCP-USA en-
ables the Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy
to focus on lobbying UN Missions and to pre-
pare the case for the International Court of
Justice.

If you are interested in contributing—time

- or money—-to the WCP-USA’s efforts, please

send checks payable to LCNP (in memo write
“WCP-USA”)or contact LCNP (212.674.7790).
Many assignments—writing, editing, desktop
publishing, declaration gathering, media ad-
vocacy, to name a few—can be performed in
any area of the country. ®



DEGLARATIONS OF PUBLIC GONSCIENGE:
EVIDENGE OF NUKES’ ILLEGALITY AND ORGANIZING TOOL

One aspect of the WCP is gathering Declara-
tions of Public Conscience (DPCs). DPCs are
not typical petitions or letters to your represen-
tative; they're fortified for extra impact. The
1899 and 1907 Hague Conventions, treaties
codifying rules of warfare, contain this clause:

Until a more complete code of the laws of war has been
issued, the high contracting Parties deem it expedient to
declare that, in cases not included in the Regulations
adoptedbythem, theinhabitants and the belligerents remain
under the protection and the rule of the principles of the law
of nations, asthey resulifromthe usages establishedamony
civilized peoples, from the laws of humanity, and the dictates

sure when he addressed the annual conference
of MEDACT, the International Physicians for
the Prevention of Nuclear War’s UK affiliate.
He’s convinced that, in the successful appeals
against wrongful conviction of Irish people for
alleged IRA bombings in which he was the
lawyer, the main factorin persuading the judges
to overturn the convictions was the strength of
public support and concern. That is what the
WCI.’ must try to do with the ICJ judges—and
presenting a tally of the number of signed DPCs

ofthe publicconscience. (emphasisadded)

to them will help achieve it.

FredericFrommhold de Martens,

then legal counsel for the Russian

Foreign Office and a leader in the
movement for the regulation of

No unwritten law has ever
been more binding than unwrit-
ten custom supported by popu-
lar opinion.

~Carrie Chapman Catt, in a
speech on women’s suffrage
before the US Senate, Feb.

Getting a person to sign a decla-
ration not only helps promote the
WCP and may have someinfluence
on the court and the nations of the

armed conflict, proposed the clause,

13, 1990

UN, but it does something more: It

which is commonly referred to as =

= helps that person recognize the

the “de Martens Clause.”

The International Court of Justice should
therefore consider, if not as a primary source of
law than at least a secondary, the opinions of the
people on whether a weapon or tactic of war is
legal. When Commander Robert Green (Royal
Navy, Retired), WCP steering committee mem-
ber, met with Lieutenant Colonel Kim Carter,
legal adviser to the Canadian Department of
National Defense, she showed particularinterest
in the WCP’s use of the de Martens Clause and
considered the DPCs a valid, novel, and poten-
tially effective way of strengthening our case.

The DPCs’ legal influence on the Court will
probably be minimal. However, Richard Falk,
LCNP board member, believes the “psycho-
political pressure” of the DPCs, to which the
judges claim immunity, will not be ignored.
Michael Mansfield referred to this type of pres-

worth of participation in the global political process.
The success of the resolution in the UN and a
favorable opinion from the ICJ will show peoplefirst
hand how important it is to make their opinions
known and, more importantly, show the impor-
tance of coordinating their sigrﬁng of DPCs or
petitions withother people, maximizing theimpact.

Although not as dramatic as picketing or
speaking out at a public gathering, signing a
petition has long been a powerful tool of the
peace movement. 20/20 Vision, a peace organi-

zation dedicated to increasing citizen pressure

on his or her representatives, believes that the
letters from its members helped shut down Yan-
kee Rowe, the US’s oldest nuclear power reactor.

If you haven't signed a declaration or written
your own-please do so today! A sample declara-
tion is included on the next page of this WCP
Report or is available from LCNP.@



World Court Project
Peclarvation of Public Conscience

¥ affivm my degive and vight to libe in o tworld free from the threat of
nuclear degtruction.

Any usge of nuclear weapons, as well ag being an ungpeakable human
tragedp, would congtitute a vislation of mtemattunal [alw and a gross
htulatmn of. human vights.

Any uge of nuclear weapong would inflict cruel and unneceggary guf-
fering not only on the people against whom they are vivected, but algo on
countless others not inbolbed, their children and their degcendants for
| many generations. It would algo cauge severe and long tevm damage to
the enbironment.

% believe that threatening to commit such crimes againgt humanity
ig also illegal. Relations between countries should be goberned by jus-
“tice, peace and the obgerbance of international latw vather than through
the threat ov use of force ov through the threat or uge of weapons of
mags vestruction. | | |

3 therefore support the initiatibe to geek a World Court opinion on
the leqal gtatus of nuclear weaponsg, and wish the court to knotw that 3
beliebe that nuclear weaponsg are illegal atcurmng to mternatmnal law
and the bictateg of public congcience.

Signed | - Date

Name ' Return signed declarations
(or write your own) to:
Address Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy

666 Broadway, #625
New York, NY 10012 USA




